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Even Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Prize winning survivor of Auschwitz and Buchenwald, struggles with
the question: Why didn’t the Jews fight back? And finally, in view of the circumstances--even
now, who would believe what was happening?--he concludes that the question is “not why all the
Jews did NOT fight, but how do many of them DID. Tormented, beaten, starved, where did they
find the strength--spiritual and physical--to resist?” In fact, over10,000 German Jews—34
percent of the refugee population between the ages of eighteen and forty—fought in the allied
armies of World War II. This book honors those European-born Jewish combat veterans of World
War II--refugees from the Nazi regime in Germany and Austria who faced their persecutors by
joining the Allied Forces in a fight against the country of their birth. These twenty-seven
interviews take readers into the unique and harrowing experience of German and Austrian Jews
who served as Allied soldiers in North Africa and Europe--brave men and one woman whose
service restored a sense of dignity and allowed them to rise above their former victimization at
the hands of Nazi oppressors. All burned with anger at the Germans who had subjected them,
often as young children, to cruelty in everyday life in their hometowns, and to ridicule in the
national media. As soldiers who knew the language and psychology of the enemy better than
any of their comrades, they struck back with new-found pride against the rampant injustice that
had annihilated their families, destroyed their prospects, and subjected many of them to the
worst forms of physical abuse, both random and terrifying. In The Enemy I Knew they tell their
stories, and the world is richer for their heroic acts, and for their testimony.

A sensitive and intelligent portrait of the French Jewish community of the nineteenth century.
[Berkovitz] has shown that the repercussions of emancipation were complex and defy the
simplistic labeling to which they have frequently been subject. (Shofar) --This text refers to an out
of print or unavailable edition of this title.Book DescriptionFocusing on the ideology of
régénération, Jay Berkovitz traces the social, economic, and religious struggles of nineteenth-
century French Jews. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About
the AuthorJay R. Berkovitz is an associate professor in the department of Judaic and Near
Eastern Studies at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He received his Ph.D. from
Bradeis University. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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Jared C., “I am a descendant of one of these brave men.. I loved the book. And, although
Chapter 5 was my favorite, I enjoyed every detail of all of these brave people's stories. I can't
imagine what it would have felt like to be told you were no longer a countryman and forced out,
all to go to the opposite power in a war where you would drop bombs over your birthplace.
Incredible. My great uncle was a wonderful man. Well spoken and true to his word. His brother,
my Opa, was one of the most amazing, loving, selfless people I've ever had the pleasure of
knowing. I miss them both, dearly.”

Chicgal, “If you like history this is a good read.. Very interesting book. I'm not Jewish or a
Veteran but I found the stories and the history fascinating (and a bit scary - how did a civilized
country like Germany deteriorate to such low levels?) This book held my interest. Each chapter
is written by a different soldier, describing their experience as a refugee and soldier in their own
words.”

David Sprehe, “Such sweet revenge!. While the exploits these 27 brave men undertook were
fraught with much danger, the opportunity they had to exact revenge on the cruel Nazis must
have driven them at a fever pace. Out of the many dozens of books and films on World War II
and the Holocaust which I have experienced, I regard The Enemy I Knew one of the finest.
Thepoignant stories of the courageous German Jewish refugees who returned to Europe are
profoundly moving and provide me one of the deepest levels ofunderstanding of the terror and
sadness which Holocaust victims experienced which I have ever felt. This book is a must read
for the serious World War II history student!”

David E. Houle, “A unique book and view of WWII. The Enemy I Knew is a great and unique
book. I came to this book through the great documentary that preceded it called "About Face"
and also because my father in law is Bernard H. Baum - Chapter 13. There have been 100s of
books about WWII, but this is yet a new unique look at the special dynamic of Germans Jews
who managed to escape Nazi Germany returning as GIs with a double incentive to win the war. I
highly recommend this book!David Houle”

Walter W. Reed, “A revealing insight into an unknown WWII "secret". Steven Karras has followed
his revealing documentary about young Jewish Nazi refugees who served in the WWII allied
armies with an interesting 27 chapters of personal histories of these soldiers. By letting each tell
his/her own stories the author lets the reader see common threads (such as eagerness to get
even, self-conscious awareness that they were "different" and wanted to fit in) but also
differences in their war experiences and reactions to "getting back" at their Nazi tormentors. That
any Nazi victims (in fairly large numbers) were fighting back is still virtually unknown. How they
did it and what resulted is the main thrust of this interesting book and makes it a worthwhile



addition to the history of World War II.”

Renee, “Inspiring Lives. Fascinating book about real-life heroes. Loved it!”

Juku, “Five Stars. My friend found this book fascinating.”

Montgomery Schickelgruber Burns, “Five Stars. No opinion as I have yet to read the volume.”

Stefany G., “Good condition. Happy with my purchase”

The book by Steven Karras has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 16 people have provided feedback.
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